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TEQUESTA TRACE 
TIMES

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE THE TRACE!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Students participated in an art competition 
hosted by TTMS FFEA 

First Ever – FFEA Draw 
for a Cause Competition 

BY AISLIN H. 

   This November, students took part in Draw for 
a Cause, an art competition created by Ms. 
Lopez and the FFEA club. This event ran 
through most of November and concluded on 
November 17th – it provided a chance for 
students to be connected through creativity. 
   Science teacher Ms. Shields said, “Draw for a 
Cause gives children a chance to express 
themselves in a way that shows unique talent.” 
   Draw for a Cause was created so students 
could showcase their artistic talents – showing 
thanks and to express positivity and gratefulness. 
“Positivity can help others ignore the bad things 
in life and keep striving towards more,” 6th 
grader Scarlett H said.  
   The rules were: one submission per student, 
artwork must follow the themes of gratefulness, 
positivity, and giving thanks, and the artwork 
can be done digitally or by hand.  
   There was a total of 33 virtual submissions! 
This year’s winners were 1st place - Arianna V. 
(7th grader), 2nd place – Daniela R. (8th grader), 
and 3rd place – Clara M. (6th grader). 
   “I was not expecting to place in the 
competition, and I am really happy because it 
inspires me to keep drawing,” said Clara M. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TTMS students dropping off non-perishable goods to Harvest Drive drop off locations in Weston! 

Harvest Drive – TTMS Gives Back 

BY NOAH P AND CHAYA G 

   Here at TTMS, we are determined to help 
those in need. Each year, Mrs. Sikorski and 
her peer counseling students participate in the 
Harvest Drive and encourage those at the 
Trace to participate, too. 
   The Harvest Drive is a wonderful 
opportunity to help those in need, especially 
around the holiday season. Normally, staff and 
students would bring their donated items to 
school and the peer counselors would collect 
them and sort through the goods.  
   COVID-19 changed the way the Harvest 
Drive operated – but it still went off without a 
hitch! The city of Weston organized contact 
less drop off locations – sites included the 
Weston City Hall, the Weston Community 
Center, and one of the Weston Fire Stations.  
   Some might have been nervous to travel to 
the drop off sites, but don’t worry – they were 
outside, and donors could feel safe and secure! 
 
 

    
 
   The Harvest Drive collected items that were 
non-perishable, such as: cereals, canned goods, 
cookies, crackers, soups, and so much more!  
   Mrs. Sikorski’s peer counseling class has 
been focusing on and participating in the 
Harvest Drive for over 18 years and Mrs. 
Sikorski does not plan to stop any time, as she 
wants to have Harvest Drive participation be a 
long-lasting tradition at Tequesta Trace. 
   The Harvest Drive is an awesome time for 
students and families to help those who are less 
fortunate, this time of year is about being 
grateful for what we have in life. Being able to 
give back and help provide others with a bit of 
happiness is what the season is all about. 
   Don’t worry, if you missed the Harvest Drive 
– the holiday season is not over yet! Look up 
local food drives, or even toy drives. 
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TTMS – More TLC on                             
the Cougar campus 

 

Tequesta Band 
Accomplishments 
BY COLIN N. AND REBECCA M. 

   This year is a different school year, unlike 
any year we’ve had before! All classes are 
being taught virtually, some kids are on 
campus and some kids are strictly online. 
Learning a new subject online can be difficult, 
and band is no different! 
   Band director, Mr. Curry, has been virtually 
teaching students to learn or master 
instruments this year. How challenging!  
   On top of learning to play an instrument, 
you have to deal with things like technical 
issues or internet problems. However, Mr. 
Curry and the band students have risen to the 
occasion. Students have been busy practicing 
for months, both during virtual classes and at 
home on their own time. 
   Mr. Curry announced with pride, “the 
Tequesta Trace Band is excited to announce 
that we had two students make the Florida All 
State Bands this year! Auditions were done in 
early October this year virtually. Sabrina M. 
was selected to the All-State Concert Band on 
Flute and Ethan W. was selected to the All-
State Jazz Band on Trumpet. We are very 
proud that for the first time in decades, the 
TTMS cougar band will be represented 
in both the All-State Concert Band and All 
State Jazz Band this year!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ms. Galarno’s Science 
Lab Experiment 

BY SOPHIA S. AND FABIANA V. 

   On November 12th – Ms. Galarno’s 7th grade 
science students conducted an experiment. Their 
experiment was an infectious disease lab, which 
demonstrated how a virus spreads through the 
population by exchanging germs. 
   Each student was given a cup with a fluid. They 
randomly chose another classmate to “exchange 
fluids” with. Students mixed the fluids to simulate 
the germ exchange process. They continued this 
process a few more times. They then tested for the 
presence of the disease by adding a drop of pH 
indicator to their cup. 
   If the liquid turned pink, that indicated that their 
sample was positive for the disease. Students then 
had to figure out who had the disease originally by 
back tracking the disease and tracing its origin. 
   Students discovered that originally 2 students 
had the disease and by the end of the experiment 
only 4 students in the class were “healthy” – that’s 
a lot of disease transmission! 
    
    
  

BY BRADY B. AND CONNER C. 

   Early this November, TTMS students and staff 
continued to see more upgrades and improvements 
to the beautification of the campus. TTMS 
received an update to its Den doors. The doors 
have been painted with a fresh coat of maroon 
paint, adorned with a white cougar face with the 
inspirational words “Cougar Nation” – what a way 
to welcome cougars and visitors on campus! 
   One of principal Rivera’s goals for Tequesta was 
to make TTMS feel more welcoming and 
appealing to those who spend most of their days 
on campus. He wants to make students feel proud 
to go to TTMS, to enjoy the school they go to each 
day. 8th grade math teacher Mrs. Bulzone says, 
“The murals around campus show off our cougar 
pride!” The TLC shown around the campus causes 
students and staff to feel happy when they are on 
school grounds. It makes being on campus during 
a pandemic a little less scary. 
   Some students have not physically seen the new 
doors, or any of the upgrades, because they are at 
home learning virtually. Hopefully, when all of the 
students return to campus, the students will walk 
through the “Cougar Nation” doors and feel a 
sense of pride come over them.  
   A TTMS student said, “I am proud to be a 
cougar, and seeing the cool, new artwork reminds 
me of what a cougar actually is!” So, why 
cougars? A cougar represents leadership and 
taking charge. That’s what being a TTMS student 
is all about. These murals and all of the 
beautification on campus are reminders to every 
person on campus that they are strong leaders who 
will be the future! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TTMS entrance doors received a makeover – 
welcome to Cougar Nation! Students and staff 
are overcome with pride as they enter campus! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cougar’s Den doors also received some 
TLC! Decorated with TTMS colors: Maroon and 
Gray! 
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Staying Safe and Having Fun – Celebrating Thanksgiving 2020 

BY JACKSON C., RAY A. AND BEN A. 

     COVID-19 has changed the way we celebrate 
holidays. Over the last year, we have had to 
modify all celebrations. From birthdays to 
graduations, to holidays like 4th of July and 
Halloween – among many other joyous events. 
Thanksgiving was no different this year.  

   Students at TTMS brainstormed ways that 
could celebrate Thanksgiving this year with 
family and friends. 

    The number one-way students decided to 
celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday was with 
friends and family Zoom calls! Students said   
that it was not the same, but it’s the best option! 
You can virtually sit and have Thanksgiving 
meals with your loved ones while keeping safe. 
You could exchange stories and memories or 
give thanks to one another. 

   Another way that students said they celebrated 
was to bake yummy treats and then deliver to 
loved ones, leaving baked goods on their 
doorsteps!  

 
 

    steps! Many students said that the 
Thanksgiving weekend was the perfect time to 
decorate the house for the winter holidays. To say 
goodbye to the fall décor and welcome the winter 
themed decorations. Many decided to put up their 
Christmas trees and lights. Others decided to put 
a simple wreath on the door. Maybe families 
decided to dig out decorations from the attic or 
garage – while others anxiously awaited their 
Amazon deliveries, filled with new decorations! 
   Either way, it was an opportunity to celebrate and 
be thankful for the ones we love the most and hold 
dear! 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TTMS administration wearing BLUE jeans to represent “True Blue” Day           

 

World Kindness Day – 
November 13th 
 
BY ETHAN W. AND VALENTINA S. 

   World Kindness Day is November 13 – it’s a global day that promotes 
the importance of being kind to each other, to yourself, and to the world. 
Each year, there is a theme that represents Kindness Day. This year’s 
these is “The World We Make: Inspire Kindness.” You can be kind to 
anyone, anywhere – and hopefully you can inspire others to do the same.
   World Kindness Day started in 1998 to raise awareness of the 
importance of kindness as a way to bring people together everywhere.  
Kindness is important because without it our world would be cold and 
unfriendly. 6th grader, Samantha L. says, “Give kindness because it will 
come back to you.” What an awesome sentiment!  
“Sprinkle kindness like confetti!” 
 

 

Stand Up, Speak Out – True Blue Day! 
BY THE ALEXIA D. AND GABY E. 

    The month of November is a time that 
Broward County Public Schools recognizes as 
Anti-Bullying Awareness month.  
   Bullying is something kids experience all 
around the world. Just about “160,000 teens 
skip school because of bullying” 
(stompoutbullying.org). School is supposed to 
be a safe and inviting place for students. 
   Anyone can help “stomp out bullying” – 
students, staff, families, and teachers can all do 
their part to end bullying for good! 
   Don’t be a bystander. If you see something, 
say something! If you see someone is alone  
 

    
 
and seems like they need a friend – be a friend 
to them, you never know how important that 
can be to them. 
   BCPS recognized Friday, November 13th as 
“True BLUE” Day. Wear blue jeans, or as 
much blue to school, to show how true of a 
friend you are. Look for those wearing blue, 
they are the FRIENDS who will be there when 
someone needs it.  
   At TTMS, students worse their blue jeans to 
show others that they are a “true blue” friend 
and are there if someone is in need. Keep it up 
Cougars! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


